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Rolling back abortion restrictions 


General Assembly Democrats take aim at ultrasound requirement, 24-hour waiting period 


By MARIE ALBIGES 
Staff writer 


RICHMOND — Virginia 
Democrats have tried for years 
to undo state laws that they say 
make it harder for women to get 
abortions. Republicans have 
blocked them every time. 

But now that Democrats are 
in charge of the state legisla- 
ture, their proposals are moving 
quickly toward becoming law. 

The General Assembly is 


slated to vote on two bills this 
week that would loosen restric- 
tions on abortion, something 
Democrats including Gov. 
Ralph Northam have made a 
priority now that they control 
the legislature and the gover- 
nor’s office for the first time in 
decades. The House is likely to 
vote Tuesday and the Senate 
later in the week. 

The bills, sponsored by Sen. 
Jennifer McClellan and Del. 
Charniele Herring, would 
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eliminate the requirement that 
women get an ultrasound be- 
fore an abortion to determine 
the fetus’ gestational age and 
wait 24 hours after the 
ultrasound to get the abortion. 


It would also eliminate the 
requirement that the woman be 
offered an ultrasound image 
and the opportunity to hear the 
fetal heartbeat. 

The bill also allows licensed 
physician assistants and nurse 
practitioners — not just physi- 
cians — to perform the abor- 
tion, and eliminates the re- 
quirement that women sit 
through mandated counseling 
that opponents called “biased.” 

Last year, a federal judge in 


Richmond upheld the law that 
says only physicians could 
perform first-trimester abor- 
tions. 

In the same ruling in the case 
of Falls Church Healthcare 
Center vs. Oliver, Judge Henry 
Hudson upheld the state law 
requiring women to undergo an 
ultrasound and wait at least 24 
hours before having an abor- 
tion. Hudson said the 24-hour 
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TowneBank has its eye 
on Norfolk Southern’s 
downtown digs 


Big deal downtown: TowneBank is under contract to buy the Norfolk Southern tower, with an assessed value of $494 million, at 3 Commercial 
Place in Norfolk.The railroad company announced more than a year ago that it would move its headquarters to Atlanta. KAITLIN MCKEOWN/STAFF 


Group: Keep 
Confederate 
monument in 
place, but add 
more context 


By ALISSA SKELTON 
Staff writer 


VIRGINIA BEACH — Rather 
than remove a27-foot-tall Confed- 
erate monument, a city-appointed 
group suggests Virginia Beach 
leaders should keep it where it is, 
and build a historical park that 
provides context as well as erect a 
second statue reflecting African 
American heritage. 

On Tuesday, the Virginia Beach 
Historic Preservation Commis- 
sion plans to make its recom- 
mendation to the City Council. 
The plan also suggests studying 
whether it would be feasible to 
build a history museum, “to pro- 
vide a balanced, fair and inclusive 
story of the community’s collec- 
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Holocaust documentary tells 
the story of those who saved 
a trove of artifacts that could 
‘scream the truth at the world’ 


By DENISE M. WATSON 
Staff writer 


NORFOLK — David Graber did 
not know ifhe had a day or an hour 
to live. 

He could hear German soldiers 
swarming in the streets around him 
in the Warsaw, Poland, ghetto. Two 
weeks earlier in July1942, the Nazis 
had begun going through the 
ghetto each day and taking away 
thousands of Jewish residents to a 
death camp. 

Nineteen-year-old Graber lis- 
tened from an abandoned school 
and grabbed a sheet of paper. He 
started writing: “I would love to see 
the moment in which the great 
treasure will be dug up and scream 
the truth at the world. So the world 
may know all. So the ones who did 
not live through it may be glad. ...” 
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if you go 


What: “Who Will Write Our 
History” documentary 


When: 7 p.m. Thursday 


Where: MacArthur Memorial, 
198 Bank St., Norfolk 


Information: Free and no 
registration is required. Call 
757-441-2965 or visit 
macarthurmemorial.org for more 
information. 
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By KIMBERLY PIERCEALL 
Staff writer 


NORFOLK — TowneBank, the 
Suffolk-based community bank 
with the largest market share in 
Hampton Roads, is under contract 
to buy Norfolk Southern’s tower in 
downtown Norfolk. 

The railroad announced a little 
more than a year ago that it was 
building a $575 million head- 
quarters in Atlanta and would 
move its downtown Norfolk em- 
ployees there by summer 2021. 

Inastatement, TowneBank said 
it’s in discussions with Norfolk 
Southern to acquire the head- 
quarters at 3 Commercial Place, 
but first the bank needs to negoti- 
ate parking at an adjacent city- 
owned garage. 

“At this time, TowneBank is not 
in a position to detail its intentions 
for use of the office space, other 
thanit would supplement Towne’s 
existing requirements, not replace 
what it currently has in the Har- 
bour View area of Suffolk,” the 
bank said in a statementrelayed by 
Joel Rubin, the company’s public 
relations representative. 

Rubin added later that the 
tower will not become the bank’s 
headquarters. TowneBank will re- 
main based in Suffolk. 

“We look forward to complet- 
ing all negotiations on this poten- 
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